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I believe that he would have been acquitted if he had de-
fended himself. Some able lawyers had offered to take up his
case, but his brave mother refused their services. "My son is a
satyagrahi. I know that he is innocent. It is possible that he may
go to jail if he does not defend himself. However, he would
bring shame upon me and upon our family by breaking his pledge.
I do not want him to be defended." By arguing thus, that brave
mother saved her son. Shri Govindji might perhaps have succumbed
had it not been for his mother's courage and her blessings. But he
chose to go to jail and so kept his pledge. There have not been many
such instances in which non-co-operators did not defend themselves
though charged with offences which would cast a slur on their
good name. Shri Govindji Vasanji merits congratulations. I look
upon his example as one which deserves to be followed by others.
No one should ask why, if I believe that Shri Govindji
would have been acquitted if he had defended himself, we should
refuse to take part in court proceedings and why people should
not be free to defend themselves when charged with non-poli-
tical offences. It is because of such temptations that falsehood,
deceit, etc., have so far prospered in the world. No one has assert-
ed that British law-courts never give justice. But is there any
Indian who does not know that it is almost impossible to get
justice in these courts when the case has any political implica-
tions? Tilak Maharaj strove hard to vindicate his reputa-
tion. At that time, we did not consider it wrong to defend our-
selves in courts; on the contrary, it was the right thing to do.
Tilak Maharaj, however, did not succeed. In the Punjab, Lala
Harkishan Lai and others poured out money like water in order
to pay lawyers; could they save themselves? Again, we know that
Lala Lajpat Rai, Ghitta Ranjan Das, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
and others are completely innocent, and also that they could not
have saved themselves even if they had engaged eminent lawyers,
It is for this reason that, where the Government is blind in its
intoxication of power, it is one's dharma to sacrifice even the few
benefits that one may derive from it. Law-courts are one of
the strong pillars which sustain a government. In ordinary cir-
cumstances, people may even accept the help which this pillar can
give, but thoughtful people should not be tempted by such help.
To "BHATIA" SISTERS AND BROTHERS
A Bhatia1  gentleman writes as follows:2
1 A business community in Kutch
2 The letter is not translated here,